1520.   By 1620 it had run its course.   Here are some
of the main points of the story.

In 1517 Luther nailed his 95 theses on the door of
the castle church in Wittenberg and the Reformation
was started. It soon filtered into Poland, chiefly from
four sources; Polish students at Wittenberg and Poles
in East Prussia, mainly students, these two groups
bringing the Lutheran form of the movement; through
Polish students at the Hussite University in Prague,
who brought the Bohemian Brethren form of the
movement; through Calvinists; and later through.the
Anti-Trinitarians or Unitarians. The very number
and variety of its forms was one of the chief causes of
its ultimate failure after initial successes lasting some
fifty years.

The Reformation was espoused by many of the
leading families of Poland, the great nobles, and up to
1556 it had included branches of such great houses as
these, names familiar to all who know Poland:
Leszczynski, Ostrorog, Zborowski, Gorka, Firley,
Laski, Jordan, Tenczynski, Chodkiewicz, Radziwill,
Lubomirski, Dzialynski, Zebrzydowski, Malachowski,
Konarski, and Wielopolski. A noble array indeed.
Prince Mikolaj Radziwill was the leader of the Calvinist
group. It was typical of the course of the Reforma-
tion that all four of his sons became Catholics.

Let us briefly cover the spread of Protestantism,
by stating a few facts without comment. All the
Diets from 1552 to 1565 elected Protestant presidents
of the Chamber of Deputies (Seym in Polish). By the
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